
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5046

As Reported by Senate Committee On:
Law & Justice, January 20, 2015

Title:  An act relating to correcting a codification error concerning the governor's designee to the 
traffic safety commission.

Brief Description:  Correcting a codification error concerning the governor's designee to the 
traffic safety commission.

Sponsors:  Senators Padden and Pedersen; by request of Statute Law Committee.

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Law & Justice:  1/15/15, 1/20/15 [DP].

SENATE COMMITTEE ON LAW & JUSTICE

Majority Report:  Do pass.
Signed by Senators Padden, Chair; O'Ban, Vice Chair; Pedersen, Ranking Minority 

Member; Darneille, Kohl-Welles, Pearson and Roach.

Staff:  Lindsay Erickson (786-7465)

Background:  The Washington Traffic Safety Commission (Commission) is the federally 
recognized highway safety office of Washington State.  The Commission is chaired by the 
Governor and is made up of 22 employees and ten commissioners.

In 1982 an amendment to RCW 43.59.030 was codified incorrectly.  The codified 
amendment omitted two phrases that were included in Chapter 30, Laws of 1982, as signed 
into law by Governor John Spellman.  The two phrases relate to the designation and authority 
of the Governor's designee to the Commission.

Summary of Bill:  The Governor may designate an employee of the Governor's Office 
familiar with the Commission to act on behalf of the Governor during the absence of the 
Governor at one or more of the meetings of the Commission.  The Governor may also 
designate a member, other than the Governor's designee, to preside during the Governor's 
absence.

Appropriation:  None.

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Fiscal Note:  Available.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO:  These types of errors happen infrequently, but 
the Office of the Code Reviser wants to fix mistakes in the code as they are discovered.  This 
bill would restore the two phrases that have been missing since the 1982 codification.

OTHER:  The Washington Traffic Safety Commission representative indicated that they are 
in agreement with the changes as long as the Governor's Office is in favor.

Persons Testifying:  PRO:  Kyle Thiessen, Statute Law Committee.

OTHER:  Shelly Baldwin, WA Traffic Safety Commission.
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